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Philippines:  Assassination of peasant leader in Panabo City, Davao del Norte,     Mindanao
On April 24 at 6 PM, the prominent peasant leader Enrico Cabanit was brutally murdered by two masked men in an open market of Panabo City. He was shot four times in the head and died on spot. His daughter, Daffodil, was wounded in her chest and is in a critical situation. Enrico Cabanit was actively campaigning for land redistribution to landless peasants within the framework of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP). Among others, he was fighting against influencial land owners such as the Floirendos in Mindanao. Cabanit is the fourth peasant leader slain recently - apparently due to their involvement in agrarian reform advocacy that has earned the ire of the large landowners in their respective places: Two of them were killed in Negros Occidental, namely Rico Adeva (April 15, 2006) and Porfirio Maglasang (April 22, 2006) and one in Negros Oriental, Vicente Denila (March 27, 2006). 

An international action is urgently needed to stop the series of murders of agrarian reform proponents. Please write a polite letter to the President of the Philippines, requesting her to immediately conduct an investigation to identify and punish the killers and their mandators. 
Background

In the context of agrarian reform in the Philippines, agricultural state lands and parts of private estates are to be distributed among tenants, tillers and the landless so that their right to feed themselves could be fulfilled. Today, only 60% of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) which came into effect in 1988 has been implemented and large estates controlled by large influential landowners are yet to be distributed. 

Enrico Cabanit was Chair of the WADECOR Employees Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Assosiation, Inc. (WEARBAI), one of the organisations in Davao del Norte that has been pressing the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) to place all landholdings of Antonio Floirendo under agrarian reform. Due to close personal and political ties with highest elected officials since President Carlos Garcia in the 50s, the Floirendos were able to accumulate agricultural lands, enough to own and operate four plantations on over 7,000 hectares of land. The Floirendos were able circumvent the distribution of the land to landless peasants though opting for Voluntary Land Transfer (VLT), a scheme wherein a landowner voluntarily transfers ownership of his/her land to preferred farmer beneficiaries. In general, VLT has been a convenient way for large landowners to evade agrarian reform since the beneficiaries are either their relatives or farmers that are identified with them, thus, marginalising legitimate farmers' beneficiaries.

As a former banana plantation worker on one of the Floirendo platations, Enrico Cabanit was illegally retrenched for having demanded his and others' right to land. He has initiated numerous dialogues with the DAR and successfully insisted on the implementation of the CARP. Just recently, the DAR has agreed to look into petitions for land redistribution in the Floirendo landholdings submitted by landless peasants as well as to conduct an ocular inspection of one of the Floirendo landholdings. 

Enrico Cabanit was also the Secretary General of UNORKA, National Coordination of Autonomous Local Rural People's Organisations, the largest peasant movement struggling for land reform in the Philippines. He was also a board of member of FIAN Philippines. FIAN has greatl y benefited from his commitment to the rights of landless people as well as from his personal devotion to the human right to food. 

The mandate of the Emergency Net:

The Philippines is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as a state party to major international human rights treaties, such as the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). Therefore it is bound under international law to protect every citizen and ensure that the human right to food of its citizens is ensured. This obligation includes the reform of agrarian systems under art.11.2 of the ICESCR.
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Please inform FIAN about any reaction.

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

Office of the President

Malacanang Palace Compound,

New Executive Building,

JP Rizal Street, San Miguel

Manila, Philippines

Fax: +63-28323793
Dear Mrs. President, 

Recently I received information regarding the assassination of a prominent peasant leader, Mr. Enrico Cabanit by two armed men in the evening of 24th of April in an open market of Panabo, Davao del Norte. Mr. Cabanit was shot four times in his head and died on the spot, while his daughter who was accompanying him was wounded in her chest and is currently in very critical situation. 

Mr. Cabanit was the Chair of the WADECOR Employees Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Assoc iation, Inc. (WEARBAI) as well as the Secretary General of UNORKA, National Coordination of Autonomous Local Rural People's Organizations. In his functions, Mr. Cabanit has been calling for redistribution of land to landless peasants, and for plac ing all the landholdings of Antonio Floirendo under agrarian reform. Recently, Mr. Cabanit has successfully held dialogues with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), in which the DAR promised to look into petitions for land redistribution in the Floirendo landholdings submitted by landless peasants and to conduct an ocular inspection in one of the properties of Floirendo. 

The assassination of Mr. Cabanit is not an isolated case. Three peasant leaders in Negros Island (Rivo Adeva, Porfirio Maglasang and Vicente Denila) were shot in the past weeks. These attacks were most probably linked to their commitment for agrarian reform. The Philippines is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as a state party to major international human rights treaties, such as the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which includes the human right to food and the state obligation to reform agrarian systems for the effective implementation of this right. I would like to ask you, Mrs. President, to: 

- conduct a thorough investigation to identify and punish the killers and their mandators ;

- mandate the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and other involved agencies to fast-track resolution of land cases submitted before them by farmers' organizations, particularly by the Pambansang Ugnayan ng mga Lokal na Organisasyon sa Kanayunan (UNORKA); 

- fully implement the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program on the remaining large landholdings and provide landless peasants with access to land to feed themselves.

Sincerely, 

